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Greetings Everyone                               NZHA News February 2015 

 

Events in the last few days have left many in the helicopter community numbed about the 

loss of two lives in an accident that has called into question the integrity of the new -7 R44 

Main Rotor blades. I think probably anger, disappointment and horror are the most 

common emotions being expressed at this time. 

First up we have the loss of two highly regarded individuals from a company with an 

excellent safety record. Louisa Patterson, the CEO of Over the Top Helicopters runs a good 

ship and as many of you will know, she also sits on the NZ Helicopter Association Executive 

Committee where she is an active participant. To lose her son and also one of her senior 

pilots in circumstances like this is a tragedy. I’m sure that all of you will join with me in 

sending our deepest sympathy to Louisa and her family and to the family of Stephen Combe. 

It will be no consolation to those that are grounded to know that it is likely to be a few days 

before it can be confirmed that a fractured M/R Blade was the cause of the accident but we 

understand there is pretty compelling evidence that points that way right now. In light of 

this we do not believe that the Director had any option other than the one he has taken. But 

we do have some concerns and they are: 

1) The reputational damage to Robinson aircraft in the eyes of the public and the 

negative spin off that this will have for Robinson operators. 

2) The time it may take to get a fix put in place to get the fleet going again. 

3) The impact it will have on the helicopter community because as yet we do not know 

how many machines are affected. The media has been reporting that 80 helicopters 

are affected but there is no evidence yet to support that claim. 

Please will all those R44 operators who have been grounded by Saturday’s Emergency AD 

get in touch so that we can: 

a) quantify the size of the problem, and 

b) keep you in the loop regarding getting back to work 

When you notify us please mention Helicopter Reg’n and TSN of the M/R Blades. 

 

Be assured that we will be working with CAA to help get you working again in the 

minimum of time possible. This grounding is an unprecedented event as far as we know. 

We will provide as much assistance as is possible. 

Send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and please support our sponsors.  
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